" No, not very well. It gets my lips all tied up. I can't recognise the sound of my own voice.**
" You'll improve with practice. . . . Well, have you read the papers ? "
** I ?   No. . . . Why, has anything happened ? "
" Only that the business was found out last night, that's all."
" By the poUce ? "
" Don't use words like that, if you can help it. Can't we talk in hints ? ... Yes, by those people, of course."
" Oh, that's terrible 1 ... It was bound to happen. I'm done for."
" No, you're not."
" Have they got any clue ? "
" Nothing about one yet. There's something that rather annoyed me — the fact that I had to learn all this from the papers. To think that you weren't prepared to tell me all about it - me ! It's outrageous 1 "
" It wasn't so much that I wanted to hide anything from you., »
" Don't play the fool with me/'
** It wasn't. I assure you it wasn't. But it seemed to me as though it would be like making a confession. And once you make a confession, your goose is cooked."
" Well, whether that's true or not, your reason doesn't hold good any longer. So I hope you will be good enough to reply categorically to everything I ask you."
<tf I promise you I will."
*tf Because if you don't, I'm done with you."
** I promise you. But tell me — you're sure they haven't got a clue ? "
** Speak lower. You never take care what you're doing. . . . You don't suppose they are going to shout it on the house-tops if they have, do you ? . . . You weren't lying to me when you swore to me that they had nothing against you ? "
** Nothing against me ? "
" No description ... no ... you know . *."

